Getting Started
Downloading and Printing NBCT Documents
 
· Do you have a laptop or tablet with which you are very familiar and very comfortable navigating between documents? 
· Are you able to open several windows at the same time to compare and build information from different documents? 
· Will all of your National Board candidate work be done on this computer? Will you have continuous access to it anytime you need it? 
· Are you familiar with the highlighting and note-taking tools on your computer so you can make notes and highlight key concepts within the documents? 
· Do you know and understand that your candidate support providers will not have the time (or the expertise) to help you with any computer dilemmas that may arise during sessions?
· Do you understand that any event site or place you work may have internet access limitations?
 
If you answered NO to any of the questions above, please download, print, three hole-punch and binder the following documents to optimize your candidate journey.  You will use these documents for the entire duration of your candidacy.

Creating your binder takes a great deal of time, paper, and printer ink.  It takes more time than you think it will take . . . trust us. Check with your school or district to see if you can print them using school printers/copiers. Print on one side of the paper only.  Print full size, please.  

STEP 1:
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:cindyrockholt:Desktop:Screen Shot 2017-01-06 at 11.44.48 AM.png]
Go to:  www.boardcertifiedteachers.org

Click the “VISION & IMPACT” tab at the top of the page

In the pop-down menu, click the red arrow to go to Five Core Propositions

· This will open the link “What Teachers Should Know and Be Able to Do” 
· There is a red button at the bottom to DOWNLOAD EBOOK AS A PDF
· Download, print, and three-hole punch this document.        
                       
 

STEP 2:

Go to:  www.boardcertifiedteachers.org

Scroll down to the Candidate Center on the Overview Page

Click the “First Time & Returning Candidates” LEARN MORE

· Click the PDF link   “Guide to National Board Certification”
· Print this document, you’ll be referring to it frequently
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STEP 3:

The next documents that you will need are found here:  Certificates, Standards and Instructions for First Time and Returning Candidates 

Scroll down to the Candidate Resources INSTRUCTIONS

Certificate Specific Instructions	

· Click on the link for Certificate Specific Instructions
· Choose your DISCIPLINE from the green button drop down menu
· Choose your DEVELOPMENTAL LEVEL from the green button drop down menu
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Click on the PDF link for each Component Instructions: Component 1, Component 2, Component 3, Component 4. Download, print, and three-hole punch each Component level document. 
· Click on any Applicable Standards 
· Download, print, and three-hole punch this document 

General Portfolio Instructions

· Click on the PDF link for General Portfolio Instructions
· Download, print, three hole punch these directions

There are many informative Guides, Forms and FAQs on this page that you might also like to print off.

Step 4:

Organize Your Binder

In one binder, separate the sections by a tab. Label the tabs in this order:

· Standards
· 5 Core Propositions (What Teachers Should Know and Be Able to Do)
· General Portfolio Instructions
· Guide to National Board Certification (if you choose to print this document)

In a second binder, separate the sections by tabs.  Label the tabs in this order:

· Component 1 
· Component 2 
· Component 3 
· Component 4

In addition to these printed documents in binders, please bring:

· Pencils and/or pens
· Highlighters
· Flags (little skinny sticky flags in red, green, yellow and blue)
· Post it notes
· Optional:  Laptop or device to access information (extension cord and power cord)

Thank you for your attention to detail.  You are setting yourself up to a successful National Board candidacy.
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