Briefing – Extremist Book Bans & Policies


Core Message: Every student in Wisconsin deserves a great public education delivered by highly qualified educators who inspire a love of reading and learning. Certain politicians who have tried to impose their own extreme views on important topics like history, science and race through book bans and lawsuits have been largely rejected. In 2024, Wisconsin parents and voters are well-aware of their extreme views and don’t believe they belong in our public schools. 

Key Points:

Every student in Wisconsin deserves a great public education delivered by highly qualified teachers.
· Nine in 10 Wisconsin students attend public schools because they perform the best.
· Public schools are also the best at inspiring a love of reading and learning, offering age-appropriate materials that prepare students for a wide range of ideas on backgrounds,

Politicians who have tried to impose extreme views on history and race have largely been rejected.
· Groups like Moms for Liberty and Mass Resistance have propped up school board candidates – and have been exposed for extremism, book banning and threatening educators for doing our jobs. 
· Some groups have been designated hate groups and Wisconsin voters have stood up for students and public schools at the ballot box – defeating slates of these candidates last April.

Wisconsin parents and voters don’t believe they belong in schools and will be on the lookout in 2024.
· The public is increasingly aware extreme tactics like banning books and the like aren’t about education at all. Instead, these groups are looking to mudsling and distract from real issues.
· Wisconsin wants candidates to focus on learning, mental health and using some of the state’s $7 billion surplus to fund public education instead of sending tax dollars to private vouchers.

Q & A

Has Wisconsin seen an increase in attempts to ban books?
Yes. Dozens of communities have had challenges to books in public libraries and schools. In what’s thought to be the most extreme case in the nation, there was a challenge of 444 books in the small school district of Elkhorn last year.

How worried should people be about book bans and other policies when voting in the next election?
Some candidates focus on fear-mongering, but we think voters should get behind candidates who believe in the power of a great education by a great teacher. Vote to trust parents to decide for their own children what their kids can read. 

How do the elections play when it comes to fixing the staffing shortages?
Wisconsin has a severe crisis in attracting and keeping educators in our schools, and our union has advanced a platform to fix the problem. It includes stable, predictable salary schedules and a restoration of our right to negotiate with our employers in areas like preparation time, school safety and more. Candidates who support teachers having a say in local school decisions respect the important point-of-view of educators who work face-to-face with students every day.

Any last comments?
Educators work hard to provide quality education, no exceptions, while some politicians want to exclude certain kids and withhold funding. In 2024, elections will absolutely determine which Wisconsin our students will experience.
