Talking About – Extremist Book Bans & Policies


Core Message: Every student in Wisconsin deserves a great public education delivered by highly qualified educators who inspire a love of reading and learning. Certain politicians who have tried to impose their own extreme views on important topics like history, science and race through book bans and lawsuits have been largely rejected. Wisconsin parents and voters overwhelmingly reject censorship and don’t believe a small group of extremists should dictate what is taught in public schools. 

Key Points:

Every student in Wisconsin deserves a great public education delivered by highly qualified teachers.
· 85 percent of all Wisconsin students choose public schools.
· 95 percent of students with special educational needs choose public schools.
· Public schools welcome all students, no exceptions.
· Public schools inspire a love of reading and learning, offering age-appropriate materials that prepare students for the real world.

Politicians who have tried to impose extreme views on history and race have been rejected.
· Groups like Moms for Liberty and Mass Resistance have propped up school board candidates – and have been exposed for extremism, book banning and threatening educators for doing our jobs. 
· Some groups have been designated hate groups and Wisconsin voters have stood up for students and public schools at the ballot box – defeating slates of these candidates in local school board elections.

Wisconsin parents and voters don’t believe extreme groups belong in public schools and are onto their tactics.
· The public is increasingly aware extreme tactics like banning books and the like aren’t about education at all. Instead, these groups are looking to mudsling and distract from real issues.
· Wisconsin wants more focus on school funding and mental health – not attacks and division.

Q & A

Has Wisconsin seen an increase in attempts to ban books?
Yes. Dozens of communities have had challenges to books in public libraries and schools. In what’s thought to be the most extreme case in the nation, there was a challenge of 444 books in the small school district of Elkhorn.

How worried should people be about book bans and other policies?
It’s a big problem. Efforts to censor what’s taught in public schools are increasing and well-funded by billionaires like the Koch Brothers and Betsy DeVos. 

Any last comments?
Educators work hard to provide quality education, no exceptions, while some politicians want to exclude certain kids. The public is more aware, however, that extreme tactics like banning books aren’t about education at all. That’s why Wisconsin voters have increasingly stood up for students and public schools at the ballot box – defeating slates of these candidates in local school board elections.
