WEAC-RETIRED CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS
DELEGATES TO THE 2026, 2027 and 2028 NEA RA’s

Elona Winslow

| started my career in education at a private school, but the minute | got a job at a public school, |
immediately joined my union. Due to having a child with a severe disability, | could not be a very
active member of my union for a few years. The minute life allowed it, I’'ve embraced being an active
member and advocating for all of my fellow educators. | had been attending the WEAC
representative assembly for many years and have enjoyed interacting with and learning from fellow
members from all over Wisconsin. Since retiring, | have continued my union work by being on the
board of the Green Bay Education Association retired group, and am also a representative of cluster
three on the WEAC retired board. | want to continue my advocacy and support of our great public
schools and the strong work of all educators by participating in the NEA representative assembly.
Thank you for your consideration.

Mark Strohschein

| have been a NEA, WEAC and Green Bay Education Association member since | began teaching
secondary schools agriscience/natural resources education/FFA advisor July 1, 1986. | retired in
June 2018. Entire 32 years teaching career in G.B. In retirement, | have been an active participant on
the GBEA-Retired Executive Board, currently serving as President. Since last Fall, | have been
designated as an Alternate on the WEAC-R Board of Directors. | wholeheartedly believe in the
power of public education for everyone! Retired educators need to fight for this outcome!

My life's experiences started growing up on a small dairy farm in southeast Wisconsin, advancing in
my education to attain Bachelor's and Master's Degrees from U.W. Madison. Then | proceeded to
my teaching career and retirement. Along that way, | served on statewide Department of Public
Instruction Task Forces on Agricultural Education Teaching Standards and Disciplinary Literacy,
supervised student teachers in my classroom and in retirement, as a University clinical supervisor
of student teachers of Ag. Ed. | believe | have the unique ability to voice the concerns of my retired
colleagues through my rural through urban life's pathways.

Tammy Johnson

I’m Tammy Johnson. The active chapter positions | have held include chairperson, grievance and
chief negotiator. | was the President of United Lakewood Educators for over 15 years and have held
leadership positions on the Legislative, Quality Education and Political Action WEAC standing
committees. | have been in charge of New Business Items at the NEA-RA a few times and have
attended most NEA-RA's for the last 26 years. | am on the WEAC-R Board of Directors and am the



Communications Director for the LUC-R Board. | am the Co-Chair of the WEAC-R Social Justice
Task Force and our representative on the NEA-R’s Racial and Social Justice Committee. | would like
to continue to serve and would appreciate your vote for the upcoming NEA-RA’s.

Karen Lach

| am asking for your support as a WEAC-Retired delegate to the NEA RAs for 2026 - 2028. | began
attending the NEA RA as a local delegate in 1996 and then as a state delegate until | retired in 2011.
| was an alternate delegate until 2022 and attended the 2018 and 2019 RAs as an alternate when a
delegate was unable to go. | was elected as a delegate for the 2023 - 2025 RAs. | believe that my
experience and the connections | have made while attending the representative assemblies will
enable me to represent the members of WEAC-Retired at the NEA RA.

Karen Hilleren

| have attended the NEA RA since 1996 which has given me a greater understanding of the issues
facing education | would like to continue advocating for teachers and students as a delegate to the
NEA RA.

Patti Clark-Stojke

Patti Clark-Stojke, would like to be considered as a representative for the NEA Representative
Assembly for 2026, 2027 and 2028. | would feel honored to have the opportunity to shape national
education policy and strategy, elect leadership, and represent my peers. | currently serve as the
WEAC Fox Valley Retired President, prior to that | served as Treasurer for our local chapter upon
retirement from in 2019. | have been a proud, active and participatory WEAC member since 1989. |
have served as legislative chairperson and president in my locals over the years. | have served as
treasurer for my Uniserv. | have recently been appointed as a Cluster 3 WEAC Retired Board
member. My advocacy for public education and public school employees has been unwavering and
continues to be a very important part of my life. | have participated in political action and legislative
advocacy to better the working conditions and learning environment for students throughout my
entire career and this continues steadfast in my retirement. | have not attended an NEA RA and
have considered this a bucket list opportunity for a long time. | respect the democracy of the
representative assembly to make decisions for the organization.

Carol Krogmann

Thank you for supporting me in previous elections. Because of your votes, | was elected a delegate
to every RA since my retirement. | appreciate also having been elected previously as a retired
director to the WEAC Board and as WEAC-Retired Secretary/Treasurer from 2015-2021.



Currently, | participate on the WEAC-Retired Board of Directors as the WEAC-R/NEA-R PAC Liaison,
as Legislative Committee Co-Chair, and on two NEA-Retired committees. There are many
community organizations that | support, such as Wisconsin Public Education Network, WI Alliance
for Retired Americans, and Waukesha County Dems.

Please VOTE for me on the 2026-28 NEA RA ballot. As a re-elected delegate, | will represent you
nationally while | continue to serve responsibly at state and local levels. Current issues continue to
be extremely critical for our profession, our association, our state, our country, and our democracy.
As an informed, organized, and determined leader, | strongly advocate for public education and the
rights and benefits for our union members.

I, Carol Krogmann, pledge to represent WEAC-Retired with experience, energy, and enthusiasm.
Your vote will be greatly appreciated. THANK YOU!

Ellen Deall

| was a delegate as an active member and continue to be a delegate as a retiree. | enjoy being a
delegate as | am able to keep in contact with other retirees and bring information back to share with
my fellow retirees.

Teri Kendhammer

With 33 years of experience as a middle school teacher in Western Wisconsin and a deep history of
union involvement, | bring proven dedication and leadership to WEAC and the NEA. My ten years as
Vice President of the La Crosse Education Association, service as a Region 4 representative, and
numerous years as a Wisconsin NEA representative show my commitment to advocating for
students and educators. | understand the challenges retirees and active members face and will
work to ensure their voices are heard. My experience, passion, and collaborative approach make
me a strong candidate to represent retired teachers with integrity and purpose.

Bonnie Augusta

| remain active in union activities and would like to continue to serve my union as a delegate at the
NEA Representative Assembly. | was a member of Lodi Teachers Association and Madison Teachers
Inc. My participation included serving on Faculty Rep Council, Cabinet on Personnel, MTI Voters,
and Bargaining Committee. | am currently a founding member of MTI-R (Madison Teachers Inc-
Retired), and serve as vice president on the Board of Directors. | co-wrote and received grants from
NEA to engage and increase MTI-R membership and increase advocacy through the WEAC-R



Legislative committee. On the state level | assisted WEAC in 2014 with the Listening Strategic
Conversations to engage/reengage retirees from across the state. As a delegate to WEAC/NEARA |
serves on the Interview Committee, co-chairing the committee the past two years. With NEAlam a
trainer for Safety, Bias and LGBTQ Issues Cardre, Social Justice Cardre, Cultural Competence
Cadre and Welcoming Schools Cadre. | would be honored to again serve as a WEAC-R delegate to
the at the NEA Representative Assembly.

Patricia Schmidt

Pat Schmidt retired in 2015 after teaching music in Wautoma for 40 years. She served as Chair of
Congressman Tom Petri’s Legislative Contact team and served on his Service Academy Selection
Committee. She is currently President of Educators of Central Wisconsin-Retired. She is the
Legislative Committee Co-Chair for WEAC-Retired and serves as a member of the NEA-Retired
Legislative Committee. She has served as a member of the WEAC Rural Schools Task Force. Pat has
served as a delegate to the NEA RA and the NEA-Retired Annual Meeting for many years. Pat was
the recipient of the WEAC Tenia Jenkins Activist Award for 2019-20. She also serves as a trainer at
the WEAC Summer Leadership Academy focusing on advocacy. She is a trainer and organizer for
the WEAC-R/Aspiring Educator Lobby Day.

It would be an honor to represent Wisconsin as a delegate to the NEA Representative Assemblies. If
elected, Pat will take her responsibilities seriously and report to members regularly.

Mary Ann Aspan

| have been active in WEAC since Act 10 attempted to eliminate our right to exist. My first WEAC RA
was that special one in Dec. 2010. From then until my retirementin 2019, | attended all WEAC RA's
as an elected representative. In 2016, | began attending the NEA RA as an elected representative.
While | was an active member of WEAC, | was a building representative and a member of the
negotiation team. Since | retired | have stayed active as a member of the Retired PR committee, the
Retired Racial and Social Justice Task Force and served on the board of my local LUC-Retired. |
consider it an honor and a duty to advance strong public education.

Carol Sims

| am asking for your vote as a delegate to the 2026-2028 NEA-RA's. | have been a delegate for
several years. | enjoy being able to represent our union as a retired delegate for the state of
Wisconsin, and meeting other union brothers and sisters from around our state and the United
States.



Leah Lechleiter-Luke

Greetings fellow retirees! | have been a proud union member for 34 years—- WEAC (‘92-°23) and
WEAC R (‘23-present). | am seeking your vote to serve a three-year-term as a delegate to the NEA-R
Annual Conference and RA.

Relevant union leadership: NEA RA Alternate turned Delegate (‘21/°22), WEA Academy Board,
WEAC Quality Education Committee, Moving Education Forward ad campaign, a rousing February
2011 speech on the steps of the capitol, and currently State Coordinator of Educators Rising-WI, a
statewide organization which supports high school students who are considering a career in
education. (Details can be found on the WEAC website.)

Additional educational leadership: 2010 WI State Teacher of the Year, US Department of Education
Teaching Ambassador Fellow, Wisconsin Rural Schools Alliance board member & past-president,
and current member of the Educational Communications Board and ECB Foundations trustee.

Although “retired,” | keep my boots on the ground through long-term and daily subbing. | also teach
the children of migrant workers in the summer. | am committed to advocating for quality education
for all children. | am also deeply committed to advocating for the rights and interests of future,
current, and retired educators. | truly believe that our collective voice matters.

Tom Zigan

Currently, | serve as the President of WEAC-Retired. It would be both an honor and a pleasure to
serve as a delegate to the NEA Representative Assembly. | have been a delegate to dozens of past
RA's and have always served on committees, and been deeply involved in the work done there. |
am able to bring the work of the RA back to our state retired members and build from it with them.
| have a history of engagement on the local, regional, state, and national level and would like to
continue my work as a delegate to the NEA RA. | would greatly appreciate your vote!

Tammy Erickson

| have had the honor to serve, my region, state and nation on both the WEAC and NEA boards. As an
ESP it has been my goal to help all members have a safe and healthy workplace. Now as a retired
member my goal is still the same. Our students and communities deserve fair elections and safe
communities to raise our families and work together in peace. | am a member of the WEAC retired
legislative committee and cannot wait to work on our next elections and helping the newly retired
members get involved!

Kim Jordan



| have attended NEA RA's when | was teaching and would like to attend as a retiree. | am currently
the WEAC-Retired Treasurer. | have served on the WEAC-R Board for several years representing
Cluster 3. | have served as the president and the treasurer for WEAC-Fox Valley Retired. | think it is
important that we support our public schools in any way we can.

Marlene Ott

| have been doing this for a very long time and | find the work very beneficial. It has been helpful to
me with working with my local area and now with Retirees. | have served on the Board of Directors
and many committees through the years.

Jon Ingle

I've been a LUC-R officer since 2010 (Secretary, VP and now President). | am also a member of the
WEAC-R Board of Directors representing Cluster 7.

In 2022 | was asked to join the WEAC-R PR Committee again. | was a member from 2015-2020. |
enjoy being a member of both the NEA Media Election Project and the Social Justice Task Force. |
also help run the silent auctions which raise money for the NEA Children's Fund.

| have been a WEAC RA delegate many times. | was a delegate to the NEA RA a number of times in
the past. | would appreciate your vote so that | may one again.

Ellen Kupfer

Having been active in multiple ways as an active member of WEAC | have continued as a retired
professional with KEA Retired. Currently | am a member of the Board of Directors and chair their
Membership committee. Recently | became a member of the WEAC Membership committee. If
elected | would bring experience to our delegation. | appreciate your vote!



