
2026-2028 CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS FOR STATE DELEGATE TO THE 
NEA RA 

 

Silvia Gomez de Soriano 
Madison Teachers Inc. 
 
Currently I am a Bilingual Resource Specialist at East High School, and have been there for the past 
14 years (in the district for the past 18). I have also been an MTI Rep for the past 4+ years. I have the 
privilege to have the trust of many of our staff of color who come to me and talk to me about issues 
around the school, the district, or just anything in general. Also, not only through my own lived 
experiences, but also via the experiences and listening to the voice of the students and families I 
work for, is how I know what is needed for our families and students of color.  
I would like to be a voice and the POV from many of our staff and families who's voice and POV are 
not well received. 
Also, my roots are indigenous and speak spanish, most would call me Hispanic, but I am Xicana 
and a proud leader and healer. 
 

 

Rachael Poppe 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
23 years of experience working with children with a wide variety of special needs and abilities in the 
Green Bay Area Public Schools, currently a Special Education Academic Program Support Teacher. 
During 2023-2024 I was the National Education Association Teacher Quality Teaching Fellow. I serve 
on the Executive Board for the Green Bay Education Association, a National Course Facilitator for 
the NEA Blended Learning courses offered to NEA and WEAC members. I brought the Early Career 
Learning Labs to Green Bay which provides continuous support for Early Career Educators to focus 
on the retention of teachers. I am the program coordinator for the Disability Rights and Inclusion 
grant which supports uncertified special education teachers. I am a part time instructor at 
Northeast Wisconsin Technical College for the Foundations of Education program. My passion is 
organizing to make sure voices are heard and we work in solidarity so that we have successful 
educators and students.  

 

Margaret Smith 
Madison Teachers Inc. 
 
I have worked in public education for 8 years as a social worker. I have been a building rep in both 
Wauwatosa Education Association and MTI for a total of 5 years. I have been elected to MTI’s Equity 
and Diversity Committee. I am also part of the NEA Black Caucus. I have been a MTI delegate at the 
WEAC RA and for the NEA RA. 



 
 
Brent Bergstrom 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
Brent Bergstrom (he/him) is an elementary music teacher with the Green Bay Area Public Schools. 
He has the honor and privilege of serving as the Green Bay Education Association President. His 
union experience includes over 17 years of leadership roles in both urban and rural school district 
unions throughout Wisconsin. He has worked with and educated students from 4K through twelfth 
grade in vocal and general music and is excited to continue teaching and working with union 
members to improve, grow, and strengthen our union. He is a passionate organizer committed to 
engaging and activating all members. He believes that our union is the cornerstone of strong, 
inclusive, diverse, and just public schools. 
 
 
Nathan Ugoretz 
Port Washington Saukville Education Association 
 
Public education has shaped my life and career, and so has the belief that educators deserve a 
powerful voice in the decisions that affect our students and our profession. That belief guides my 
work as a high school social studies teacher, public-education advocate, and proud unionist. 
 
In my role as WEAC’s Secretary-Treasurer, I’ve had the privilege of meeting with local leaders and 
members across Wisconsin—hearing their hopes for their students, their commitment to their 
colleagues, and their vision for the future of our schools. 
 
Those conversations have guided my work. By listening deeply and learning from our members, I’ve 
been able to help provide the resources, tools, and support that strengthen locals and lift up the 
voices of educators across the state. I also serve as the liaison to Aspiring Educators and WEAC-
Retired, helping bridge generations of educators who share a common purpose. 
 
I believe profoundly in the power of public education and in the collective strength of the people 
who make it possible. With that belief at the center of my work, I’m committed to advocating for our 
educators, our schools, and our students. It would be an honor to represent you at the NEA RA. 
 

Renee Feltz 
Oconto Falls United Association 
 

My decade of classroom experience spans both urban and rural districts, providing comprehensive 
insight into Wisconsin's diverse educational landscape. I hold licenses in English, Alternative 
Education, and Special Education, complemented by a Master's degree in Exceptional Education 
with an ASD focus from UW-Milwaukee. Recognition as MPS Teacher of Excellence in 2020 reflects 
my dedication to educational excellence. As a mother of three public school graduates, I champion 



the transformative power of public education from both professional and personal perspectives. My 
experience serving students with diverse needs—from alternative education to special education—
demonstrates my commitment to inclusive educational practices. As a former foster child and at-
risk student, I understand firsthand how public education transforms lives. This foundation drives 
my unwavering commitment to educational equity and student advocacy. 

 
Alexandra Agar-Pratt 
United Lakewood Educators of Watertown 
 
I am in my 13th year as a science educator in the Watertown Unified School District and have 
attended the previous 14 NEA RAs. My union involvement began in college when I served as the 
Student WEA (now known as Aspiring Educators) State President. As I transitioned to the 
classroom, I became a building representative and now am the President of the United Lakewood 
Educators of Watertown. I have also served on the WEAC Board of Directors and chaired the 
Community Outreach & Family Involvement committee. I am passionate about early career union 
involvement, growing strong locals, building member leaders, and fighting for strong, equitable 
public schools for all students. At the NEA RA, I believe I can provide valuable perspective and 
share my delegate experiences with others. This is due in part to my past and current leadership 
roles, as well as my work on WEAC’s ESSA team, training at Summer Leadership Academy and 
Anchor Locals, the Wisconsin Early Career Educator task force, and Summer Organizing programs. 
I am excited to continue to advocate at the national level for our students, educators, and 
communities. 
 

Melissa Chacón-Hansler 
Kenosha Education Association 
 
I am an educator with 11 years of experience serving students and families, and for the past three 
years I have been actively involved in union leadership. I began my union work as a building 
representative, then served as a board member, and currently hold the role of Secretary/Treasurer 
in my local association. 
 
Through my union involvement, I have worked to strengthen communication, build community 
partnerships, and support fellow educators in meaningful ways. This year, I helped lead efforts to 
raise record-breaking funds and donations for our annual supply drive, directly supporting union 
member teachers and their classrooms. I am especially passionate about collective action, 
educator voice, and ensuring our union remains strong, transparent, and member-driven. 
 
I am seeking the position of NEA RA delegate to continue advocating for educators at the state and 
national level, amplify the voices of working educators, and help shape policies that support public 
education, professional respect, and student success. 
 
 
 



Patricia Bast 
Madison Teachers Inc. 
 
I was so motivated to become more active in my local when I attended my state's RA (WEAC). I 
would really love to learn and be more inspired by attending the national convention. 

 
Justin McMurtry 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 
I believe that effective education is rooted in love and genuine care for students. To truly teach, one 
must nurture students holistically, emotionally, socially, and intellectually. An educational platform 
that prioritizes love and nurturing creates a supportive environment where students feel valued, 
motivated, and empowered to reach their full potential. I am seeking this post because I am 
dedicated to building an inclusive and compassionate learning community that nurtures the whole 
student and fosters lifelong growth and development.  

 
Jackie Baumann 
Pulaski Education Association 
 
I am the current WEAC Region 3 President and have held an elected position with Region 3 for 
approximately 10 years. The past two years I have co-chaired the WEAC NBI committee for the NEA 
RA. I wish to be elected as a State delegate for another 3-year term so I can continue my advocacy 
for public education at the national level. 
 
 
Audrey Vandeyacht 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
I am an active member of the association and currently serve my local as a Building Representative 
and by coordinating our Emerging Voices Program each year. I presented at the NCUEA Fall 
Conference in December 2024 and at the NEA Leadership Summit in March 2025. I will be 
presenting again at the NEA Leadership Summit in March of 2026. In the past I was a member of the 
IPD committee for WEAC. I am committed to serve WI as a state delegate for the NEA 
Representative Assembly. 
 
 
Travis Eales  
Racine Education United 
 



Travis Eales is a fourth grade dual language teacher with 12 years of experience in the classroom. 
He served as treasurer of Racine Educators United worked as a member organizer for multiple 
years, recruiting new teachers to the union and on numerous political campaigns in the Racine 
area. He was a founding member of the Wisconsin Early Career Educators and has served as a 
delegate to WEAC and NEA RAs for multiple years.  

 
Lisa Groff 
Appleton Education Association 
 
For eleven years, I have taught at West High School and have been a committed union member 
from the start. My deeper involvement began two years ago, after a colleague encouraged me to 
take a more active role. That simple invitation opened my eyes to how powerful collective action 
can be and how important it is for educators to show up for one another. 
 
I am seeking a seat in the WEAC Representative Assembly because I believe every educator 
deserves respect, support, and a meaningful voice in decisions that affect our classrooms. I want 
to represent my colleagues with honesty, enthusiasm, and a strong commitment to building a more 
equitable, well-resourced public education system for all students in Wisconsin. 
 
 
Ingrid Walker-Henry 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 
I am asking for your support as I run to represent members as a state delegate. Ensuring that 
students have access to fully funded public schools that provide the opportunities they deserve. I 
currently serve as the MTEA President. I am a proud alumnus of Milwaukee Public Schools, a mom, 
aunt, and cousin of MPS students, a public education advocate, and a proud member of MTEA for 
more than 24 years. As MPS teachers, my mother and aunt instilled the importance of our Union 
and of public education in me when I was young, and I first became actively involved in MTEA as we 
fought back against Act 10. Those experiences led me to get more involved in MTEA and as the co-
chair of Schools and Communities United to fight the Takeover of MPS. I have now served as the 
MTEA President since February of 2024 and previously served as the MTEA Vice President, 
Secretary, and chaired the Academics & Special Education LMC, Safety Climate and Culture LMC, 
and the Race & Equity Committee. 

 

Benjamin Jaeger 
Madison Teachers Inc. 
 
My journey in education began last year as a substitute at one of Madison’s most economically 
disadvantaged elementary schools. I fell in love with the work and the community, leading me to 
accept a position as a First Grade Special Education teacher at the same school. 
 



At 24, I have immediately thrown myself into union work, currently serving on our elections 
committee and as a representative to the South-Central Wisconsin Federation of Labor. I am 
running because Special Education is frequently overlooked and under-resourced in our system. I 
see teaching and organizing as the same work: an opportunity to directly lift up those who are most 
often left behind. 
 
Now more than ever, our education system and our students are under attack, and the old guard of 
the country's leadership has proven itself unable to meet the challenge. I am passionate about 
bringing the specific concerns of my students and the vital perspective of young people to WEAC 
and the NEA. As NEA helps to shape the nation's future, I am dedicated to ensuring that the voices 
of new educators and diverse learners are central to our union.  

 

Ali VandeBerg 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
My name is Ali VandeBerg and I am an Elementary Multilingual Learner Specialist with the Green 
Bay Area Public School District. I currently serve as a teacher member-at-large on the Green Bay 
Education Association (GBEA) Executive Board. As a 14 year educator, I have been a GBEA member 
from the start and believe that our advocacy and collective action is the way we create inclusive 
and positive public schools for our students, community and colleagues. In recent years, I have 
served as a representative at 3 WEAC Representative Assemblies and 4 NEA Representative 
Assemblies. I seek your vote as a state delegate and welcome the opportunity to represent our 
state in decision-making that will move our association forward in equity and inclusion of all. 
 
 
Crystal Ealy 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 

I am currently serving my 2nd term as Vice President, served 2 terms as a Release President and 
organizer, several years in an At-Large, Special Ed. seat and as a chairperson in our (MEAA) 
Milwaukee Educational Assistant Association. I have served on our Exec. Board as well as various 
committees of MTEA. I have served on the WEAC Board as ESP At-Large Alternate, as well as ESP, 
ESP Design Team, and Resolution committees. I have attended and presented at the NEA ESP 
Conference. Please allow me, Crystal Ealy to continue to learn, collaborate and represent 
Wisconsin at the NEA RA.  

 

Laura Deall 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 
I have been a delegate both as a student and an active member. I have been with my district for 10 
years first as a paraprofessional and then as a special education teacher. I share information with 



members so that they stay update with what’s going on with our union and help to find answers to 
questions that they have. 
 

Angela Harris 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 
I am seeking election as a WEAC NEA RA Delegate because I believe educators deserve strong, 
principled representation that reflects the realities of our classrooms and the voices of our 
members. With 20 years in education from elementary classrooms to youth organizing and adult 
learning spaces, I have consistently advocated for equity, transparency, and the conditions our 
students and educators need to thrive. 
 
As a Herb Kohl Teacher of the Year, statewide equity facilitator, and union leader, I have worked to 
dismantle barriers impacting Black and Brown students, strengthen restorative practices, and 
empower educators through professional learning grounded in justice and community. My favorite 
motto is, “Change starts with us,” which reflects my belief that collective action is our greatest 
tool. 
 
At the NEA Representative Assembly, I will advocate for policies that foreground educator voice, 
protect public education, and uplift early-childhood and elementary priorities. I am committed to 
showing up, speaking out, and ensuring our union leads with integrity and purpose.  

 

Peggy Wirtz-Olsen 
Marshfield Teachers Association 
 
I am a high school art and English teacher, a parent, a proud public-school advocate. Serving as 
your President, I advocate daily for our mission of great public education for the common good.  
 
I work with members across Wisconsin as we advocate together in telling our stories about what 
our students and public schools need. I continue to listen to the needs and hopes of our 
members for the future. I continue to work with our members to take action for our students.  
 
Last year, we helped to elect more friends of public education to the Wisconsin Assembly and 
Senate, and we re-elected Senator Baldwin to the US Senate. Our work in defending our 
democracy is at the core of our advocacy—it is imperative that our voice is at the table with these 
elected officials crafting policy that is reflective of our public schools in 2025, grounded in Equity 
and Inclusion.  
 
My experience as a local leader, regional leader, and at both the state and national level helps me 



to serve you well as a State Delegate to the NEA RA. You can count on me to bring your voice and 
the voice of our members to NEA RA.  

 

Jane Weidner 
Cedar Grove-Belgium Education Association 
 
I believe that NEA, WEAC, and locals/regions are crucial to advocating for quality public education 
for all students. As an active member, I am committed to lending my voice to the collective group in 
order to ensure that all students have access to an equitable and excellent education. I am 
currently serving as my local vice president and vice chair of the WEAC Governance Documents 
Committee. In the past, I have served as UW-Whitewater Student WEA chapter president, a 
member of the WEAC Board of Directors, a member of the NEA Resolutions Committee, chair of the 
WEAC Quality Education Committee, and President of the WEA Academy. I have attended multiple 
NEA Representative Assemblies and hope to continue to contribute to education’s collective voice 
at the upcoming NEA RAs. Please consider voting for me for this amazing opportunity. 
 
 
Victor Anoje 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 
It is good to be among fellow educators to advocate for all students. Learn new skills to share with 
other educators.  We can network and have collective voices locally and national.  

 
Tina Treviño-Murphy 
Madison Teachers Inc. 
 
I’ve been a steward/representative in my teachers’ unions since 2015 and an active ally in 
community organizing since 2011. As a special education teacher and reading interventionist in a 
high school, I’m passionate about supporting students with IEPs and multilingual learners. Schools 
are intersections of oppressions, and fighting for better schools benefits all communities. Fighting 
for better schools lifts up all of our communities. 
 
 
Kim Schroeder 
Milwaukee Teachers’ Education Association 
 
I am asking for your support and vote so I can once again represent our WEAC members at the NEA 
RA. As WEAC Vice President, I have had the honor of representing our members in numerous RA's, 
have connections among other state leaders, have run floor strategies, and have spoken from the 
floor in support of and against many topics over the years. I would be honored once again to be able 
to fight for not just our members, but for the students that we teach and the profession as a whole. 



These are dangerous and challenging times and I am proud to be able to lead in the battle for not 
just public education, but for our society as a whole. And to win, we must do this together. 

 

Leland Pan 
Madison Teachers Inc. 
 

  

I am an elected at-large board member for Madison Teachers, Inc. and a building representative. 
I also serve on our Voters PAC handling political endorsements and am passionate about ways 
our union can support grassroots community organizing, such as participating in our coalition 
to push for universal free meals for our students. I am currently a school social worker, but I 
previously worked as a social studies teacher at a non-union charter school in Milwaukee and 
was part of a core organizing drive for a union (that lost in election, 55-45). That experience 
taught me a lot about union organizing and about the threat of school privatization, and I'm an 
admirer of MTEA's fight for public education in Milwaukee because of that experience. I have 
previously represented MTI at the NEA RA in Portland and have represented MTI at WEAC RA. I 
have also worked as a summer organizer for MTI through WEAC. Outside of labor organizing, I 
am personally passionate about racial and socioeconomic equity and have worked heavily on 
housing issues and criminal justice reform.  

 

Camara Stovall 
Madison Teachers Inc. 
 
Greetings UNION family! 
 
I stand on the shoulders of former WEAC Union giants, Tenia Jenkins and Charles Stovall who 
represented us for many years... They taught me many values of our local (MTI), state (WEAC) and 
national (NEA) unions at a young age. These values along with wisdom received from former 
President Johnson were extremely beneficial in forming my union foundation. Act 10 was my first 
opportunity to show these acquired skills beyond my local. I've been fighting for our rights 
relentlessly every since. Being a former Equity and Diversity team member to being the current 
chair, along with being a building rep. (past and current) to being on the MTI's Executive Board 
(currently) are some examples. I started attending NEA conferences on Racial and Social Justice 
some time ago which gave me confidence to be a lead presenter for the 1619 Project. I was recently 
nominated by our currently MTI president to attend NEA's Minority and Women's Leadership 
Training Seminars to Advance Racial and Social Justice! This conference gave me more confidence 
to run to be a NEA delegate representing WEAC! 
Please consider me as your delegate so I can continue the fight on a National level.  

 

Jake Krueger 
Greenfield Education Association 
 



The NEA RA is an amazing opportunity to share space, ideas, and knowledge with educators from 
around the country. I've been fortunate to attend the past 3 NEA RA's, and it has left me craving 
more! I hope to continue nurturing the connections I've made in past years by sharing my 
experiences as a previous Aspiring Educators leader, an Early Career Educators Committee 
Chairperson, a local secretary, a Region 7 Board of Directors member, and a WEAC Board of 
Directors member. As a 5th year high school math and computer science teacher in Greenfield, I'm 
a fierce advocate for early career educators and LGBTQIA+ educators, and I hope to continue that 
advocacy at the NEA RA's in the next few years. 
 

Jennifer Voigt 
La Crosse Education Association 
 
I am seeking this position because I believe deeply in the power of collective action to advance 
educational justice, protect our profession, and serve all students. Over the years, I have been 
honored to serve on the IPD, Quality Education, and Human & Civil Rights committees—both as a 
sitting member and in leadership roles as chair and vice chair. These experiences strengthened my 
commitment to advocating for policies that elevate teaching and ensure equitable opportunities 
across Wisconsin. I am a graduate of the NEA’s Leaders for Just Schools program and a founding 
member of WEAC’s Equity Ambassadors, work that continues to guide my belief that equity must 
be central to every decision we make as an organization and in public education. I have also 
represented my local as a delegate at both WEAC and NEA Representative Assemblies and have 
served as co-chair of the NBI Committee, helping shape meaningful proposals that support our 
members and the students we serve. It would be a privilege to bring this experience, along with a 
collaborative, student-centered vision, to this role as a WEAC NEA delegate. 
 

Barbara Borre 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
I am a National Board Certified Teacher from Green Bay, and work as a bilingual Head Start teacher. 
I have been a WEAC member since 2003. I am a previous member at large of the GBEA Executive 
Board and currently serve on the Internal Communications Committee and the Meet and Confer 
Team. At the state level, I have attended the WEAC RA and Summer Leadership Academy since 
2020 and completed all three levels of Equity Ambassadors training. I attended the NEA RA in 2022 
and would be honored to once again have the opportunity to be a voice for the teachers and 
students of Wisconsin at the NEA RA. 
 
 

Darrell Ehrike Jr. (DJ) 
Onalaska Education Association 
 
Greetings WEAC Members, 
 
I humbly and respectfully ask for your vote to serve as a WEAC State Delegate to the NEA 



Representative Assembly. I believe I can bring a unique, valuable, and positive perspective to the 
work of the NEA RA. 
 
With 25 years of experience in education, I have developed a deep understanding of the challenges 
and opportunities facing our profession. My background includes extensive service in local and 
regional leadership roles, as well as active participation on the WEAC Community Outreach and 
Family Involvement (COFI) Committee and the WEAC Policies, Procedures, Awards, and Elections 
Committee. In addition, my involvement with the WEAC LGBTQ+ Caucus has broadened my 
understanding of the diverse needs of our members and strengthened my commitment to 
advocacy, equity, and inclusion. 
 
These combined experiences give me a broad and informed perspective on our organization and 
the important work ahead as we continue rebuilding and strengthening our union in the years 
following Act 10. I am grounded in facts, driven by logic, and committed to listening, learning, and 
representing our members with integrity. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. I would be honored to represent you. 
 

Michelle Wright 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 
-Chair, WEAC committee: Community Outreach & Family Involvement  
-NEA Community Outreach Committee 
-former MTEA Executive Board member 
-building rep and building committee  
-30+ year sp. education teacher, K-8 
-state and local delegate to WEAC/NEA RAs 
-I would be pleased to be re-elected as a representative to the NEA RA because as a longtime 
educator in Milwaukee, I see firsthand how national and state policies impact our most vulnerable 
students and the educators who serve them. I am committed to advocating for equity, professional 
respect, safe learning environments, and fully funded public schools.  

 

David Eppelsheimer 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 
High School Special Education Teacher, Milwaukee Public Schools. 
 
Employed in the Alternative Education setting at Groppi High School. 
 
Elected Building Steward by my colleagues in 2024 and 2025. 
 
Elected by MTEA’s members as a delegate to NEA and WEAC in 2024 and 2025. 



 
Represented the WEAC membership of Wisconsin’s 4th Congressional District on WEAC PAC from 
2022 through 2025. 
 
2023 and 2024 MTEA Summer Organizer. 
 
Canvass Captain for multiple successful campaigns and 2024’s YES for MPS Referendum. 
 
Co-Chair of MTEA’s Legislative Committee. The committee mobilizes our union’s more than 5,700 
members to confront the forces responsible for the privatization of public assets, the degradation 
of public services, and the deprofessionalization of public employment. 
 
After starting at Pulaski High School in 2007 and teaching through 2015-2016, our public school 
was co-located by a billionaire-backed privatization entity that systematically denied access to 
families seeking bilingual schooling for their children. Students and families saw the iniquity of 
privatization first hand. As unionized education workers, we facilitated emerging student leadership 
in their efforts to resist it. Students, families, and MTEA members organized and fought to return our 
school to public hands. Now, in 2025, the end of Pulaski’s co-location is imminent. 

 

Ron Duff Martin 
Eau Claire Association of Educators 
 
It has been a privilege and honor to serve Wisconsin educators. I proudly sit on the NEA Board of 
Directors as a member of the NEA Executive Committee as well as being the immediate past 
president of WEAC I bring a wealth of knowledge and experience that will serve our members well. I 
am committed to fighting for our union, public schools, our members and communities. We have 
much work to do and I would be honored to have your vote to serve WEAC members at the national 
level.  

 

Jamie Komorowski 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
I have been named the 2025 Education Support Professional of the Year for Wisconsin. I am 
currently serving as the elected Secretary of my local wall-to-wall union, and I have been selected 
to participate in the most recent ESPLI class. I serve as the Vice Chair for our state ESP 
Committee. I am a participant in the LJS program and a host of other leadership roles to serve and 
further our union at the local, state, and national levels.  

 

 



Abie Vang 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
I am a passionate advocate for our students and staff. My passion has led me into positions that 
help me amplify the voices of our members. I currently serve as the Vice President of my local. I 
have previously served as secretary, Teacher at Large and as a building representative. I have 
served our local as a summer organizer to engagement members. At the state level, I have served 
as Wisconsin's Political Action Comiittee Chair for the past 3 years and would appreciate the 
opportunity to serve WI again for the next 3 years. I would appreciate your vote so I can advocate 
for you at the federal level. Thank you.  

 
Michael Jones 
Madison Teachers Inc. 
 
As an elected NEA Director, I have the privilege of proudly representing Wisconsin's educators, 
workers, and communities in demanding excellent and properly-funded public schools across our 
state. As both a past local president and member of multiple NEA and WEAC committees, ranging 
from the Board of Directors (both state and national), to the NEA Coaching Lab, to a member of 
multiple local/state/national campaigns for equitable schools that meet the need of our diverse 
communities, I'm confident in my qualifications and justice-focused lens to represent every 
Wisconsin educator at the NEA Representative Assembly, no matter where we are in the state and 
how we serve our school community. 
 

Amber Hargesheimer 
Hudson  
 
No bio submitted 
 
Robert Hughes 
Wausau Education Association 
 
I am a Hispanic American and a proud union member of 26 years. For the past 12 years, I have 
served as secretary of my local union, and for the last 6 years, I have also served as secretary of the 
Region 2 Executive Committee. In addition, I run a nonprofit that has provided more than 6,500 free 
hams and turkeys to students in central Wisconsin during Thanksgiving, raising over $120,000 to 
support this project. I am a committed servant leader who works hard to represent everyone. I 
respectfully ask for your vote as a minority representative.  

 
Jesse Martinez 
La Crosse Education Association 



 
As an 11 year veteran educator from La Crosse, it has been my honor to attend all but 2 NEA 
Representative Assemblies over the course of my career. In serving as your Senior NEA Director 
from Wisconsin, it would be my honor to continue to represent you on the state level and continue 
pursuing a strong pro-public education agenda through the work we do at the NEA RA. I am humbly 
asking for your vote to serve as a WEAC state delegate for another 3-year term. 
 

Danielle Dickert 
Racine Education United 
 
I am Danielle Dickert-Baseheart, a member of the Executive Committee of Racine Educators 
United, representing middle school educators since 2014. I began my teaching career in 2010 and 
currently teach Social Studies at Starbuck K-8 International School, where I have been the 
department lead since 2018. With degrees in Political Science and History, I have experience 
working on political campaigns and as an organizer for our local association. I serve on both the 
REU and WEAC Political Action Committees and have held the positions of Legislative Chair and 
Political Action Committee Chair in my local association. 
As a local delegate at the NEA Representative Assembly for nine years, I have gained valuable 
insight into the assembly process. My experience includes serving on the NEA Resolutions 
Committee, acting as the Midwest Director for the NEA Peace & Justice Caucus, and participating 
as a member of the Wisconsin N.B.I. Committee. I am honored to have the opportunity to 
potentially represent Wisconsin teachers again as a state delegate at this year's National 
Representative Assembly. Finally, I want to thank you all for everything you do every day. Not one of 
us is in this alone because we choose to stand together. 
 
 
Emilie Heil 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
I am a proud supporter and activist for public education. Serving our students and community is 
one of my greatest accomplishments. I have attended the last 3 NEA RA’s and have shown up- both 
physically and mentally, to get this work done. I understand the effort and commitment required 
and will represent Wisconsin with everything I have. I am currently serving as the Paraprofessional 
Effectiveness and Development Coordinator for my district, which is a grant funded position 
through the NEA. I have a deep understanding and appreciation for the work that NEA and its 
affiliates do to ensure public education remains a right for every child in our country. 

 
Nick Schwei 
Racine Education United 
 

Nick Schwei is a National Board Certified English teacher at Racine Case High School and serves 
as a local leader for Racine Educators United. He has demonstrated advocacy at the building, 
local, state, and national levels for fifteen years. Nick has served in a variety of union roles including 



building representative, REU Executive Board member, WEAC and NEA elected delegate, member 
and chair of REU and WEAC committees, Equity Ambassadors facilitator, community public 
education advocate, and mentor for aspiring National Board Certified Teachers. He is inspired by 
the union's unwavering efforts to elevate educator voice, encourage and celebrate professional 
growth and excellence, and advocate for student needs within every level of our profession. 

 
Mary Sievwright 
Green Bay Education Association 

I am an elementary teacher in the Green Bay Area School District with 30 years of teaching 
experience.  I am passionate about providing students with a quality public education while 
building strong community partnerships, and it’s my hope to continue this mission at a national 
level.   My dedication to building these partnerships has led me to serve in many capacities within 
my school, my district, my community, and my state.  I am an active Green Bay Education 
Association member who has the honor of being a building representative, Chairperson of the 
GBEA Social Affairs Committee, and the Vice Chair of the WEAC Community Outreach & Family 
Involvement Committee.  As I serve in these roles it is my goal to project positivity in the community 
while advocating for the needs of all students.  I have also had the privilege of being a Teacher-At-
Large on the GBEA Executive Board, serving as a delegate to WEAC-Representative Assemblies, 
and as a delegate to a NEA-Representative Assembly.   

 

Jacks Grabowski 
Sheboygan Education Association 
 
Hello! My name is Jacks. I am a social studies educator at North High in Sheboygan, where I have 
served as a Building Representative, Secretary, Vice-President, and soon-to-be President. While I 
have attended many professional developments offered by my local and WEAC, I was especially 
honored last spring to be nominated to serve as a NEA Delegate in Portland. This experience was 
my “light-bulb” moment. 
 
I sincerely love my students, my colleagues, my job – but, wow, there I recognized just how 
undeniably passionate I am for education itself. On July 3, President Pringle said: “Educators are 
the ones throughout history who saved democracy against authoritarians, tyrants…” This has stuck 
with me. My social justice issue is education; through our unwavering dedication and 
empowerment, I know the work can and will be done, to not only serve justice to our students 
throughout the nation, but also to exceed the needs of our own – of our three million members, 
making up the largest labor union in America. 
 
Thank you for considering me to fulfill the honorable role of NEA State Delegate – to continue the 
work I have been able to achieve with you, and work we will continue to achieve for you. 

 



Gretchen Kubeny 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
I am a special education teacher at Green Bay East High School and an active member of GBEA and 
WEAC. Over the years, I have served as head association representative and continue to serve as a 
building representative. I spent five years on the GBEA Executive Board and continue to contribute 
through the GBEA PAC and Scholarship Committee. At the state level, I have been a member, vice 
chair, and now chair of the WEAC Credentials and Elections Committee. I have represented both 
my local and state associations as a delegate at multiple WEAC and NEA Representative 
Assemblies and have served as a trainer for the WEAC Summer Leadership Academy. My ongoing 
involvement keeps me motivated to stand strong against attacks on public education at the local, 
state, and national levels. 

 

Lyman Elliott III 
Milton Education Association  
 
Lyman is a NBCT (Social Studies), A WEAC Candidate Support Provider, and a National Board 
Jumpstart trainer for the NEA. He currently teaches Career and Tech Ed. under an Experienced-
based License at Milton High School. Lyman has had success organizing around National Board 
Candidacy as part of the team that negotiated to get NBCT on the salary schedule in Beloit -despite 
the challenges and perspectives that prevailed there Post-Act 10. Lyman has helped other locals 
(e.g. Marshall, West Bend, MTI) organize around National Board issues and believes that NBCT is a 
way to profoundly impact teacher quality nation-wide-mapping out a career path that pays. Lyman 
has served as a building rep In Beloit, Madison, and Milton and has served as a delegate to the 
Region 6, WEAC, and NEA representative assemblies. 
 
At the 2026 NEA Representative Assembly, Lyman hopes to introduce, and cultivate support for, a 
New Business Item that will initiate an update/revision of the NEA Jumpstart curriculum. As part of 
the NBCT Caucus, Lyman hopes to explore the possibility of formalizing National Board Candidate 
Support programming and resources for NEA affiliates informed (in part) by the successes WEAC 
has achieved here in Wisconsin. 

 

Delia Watkins 
Madison Teachers Inc. 
 
 
My name is Delia Watkins, and I am an educator in Madison, Wisconsin, proudly serving as an 
active member of Madison Teachers Inc. For the past 16 years, I have dedicated my career to 
supporting students, families, and school communities, and I deeply love the work I do. 
 
I am seeking to serve as a delegate to the NEA Representative Assembly because I believe strongly 



in the collective power of educators to shape the future of public education. I want to be directly 
involved in the conversations, decisions, and advocacy efforts that will drive the changes our 
students, teachers, and communities urgently need. 
 
This moment in education requires courageous voices, grounded experience, and unwavering 
commitment. I am ready to contribute mine. 

 

Randy Goss 
Baldwin-Woodville 
 
1986 was my first year of being a union member. Positions I have filled include; building rep, local 
president, negotiating team, calendar committee, transition team, WEAC committees, reg 1 
president, board member to; (WEAC, region 1, NUE, WCEA), WEAC-RA and NEA-RA rep.  

 
Megan King 

Green Bay Education Association 
 
Megan has been teaching in Green Bay her whole career. She is an active member, serving as a 
Member-at Large on the executive board. She was previously chair of the Justice and Equity 
Committee 

 

Jamie Blahnik 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
I work as a paraprofessional in the schools and I am a proud union member. 
 

Megan Werner 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
No bio submitted 

 
Scott Ellingson 
Hudson Education Association 
 
I am a very experienced leader with tremendous passion for ensuring that every student attends a 
quality public school with high quality educators. Currently, I serve as a local president, Region 1 
President, and as a director on the WEAC Board. In the past I have also served as a local negotiator, 
building rep, NEA Resolutions committee member, as an NEA Director, and as a successful chair of 



two NEA ESP-at-Large Director election campaigns. Having been a representative to the NEA RA for 
over 25 years my main focus now is on mentoring our future leaders. I would be very honored to 
represent Wisconsin again. Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Luz Hernandez 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 
I have been a bilingual teacher for Milwaukee Public Schools for 29 years. I have proudly served 
my Union in various capacities, having been an elected building leader for a number of years, as 
well as active in various MTEA committees. Membership is the key to our success and worked as 
an MTEA summer organizer for 5 years. I have also served as the co-chair of WEAC’s Interview 
Committee at the NEA RA for the past 3 years. I was MTEA Treasurer for one term and am currently 
MTEA Vice President. I believe in the power of our Union and would be honored to represent 
WEAC as a delegate at the 2026 NEA RA.  

 
Ronald Porter 
Prescott Education Association 
 
My name is Ronnie Porter, and I would be honored to have your vote for an NEA RA Delegate post 
with WEAC. I have been teaching for 9 years and have been an NEA member for all of them. Always 
willing to take leadership roles, I have served as a building representative, local president, and am 
currently my local's vice president. As a local president in the Myrtle Beach area of South Carolina, 
my team worked to put our local on the national map as being one of the fastest growing locals in 
2023-2024. I have been elected to 4 NEA RAs: 2018 with JCTA (Kentucky) and 2023, 2024, and 2025 
with HCEA (South Carolina). My favorite part of the delegate work is digging into the NBIs and 
listening to the debate. You may have seen me at recent RAs doing my job as South Carolina's 
official sign holder...I'd love to fill that role for WEAC if elected. Always in solidarity, thank you for 
your vote! 

 
Sandie Martin 
Appleton Education Association 
 

I am the Secretary for the Appleton Education Association and a Special Education Teacher (who 
has served at all grade and ability levels during my 19 years of experience) within the state of 
Wisconsin. I value the relationships that have been built at home and between union members in 
neighboring districts. I look forward to collaborating and rallying membership to support pro-
education issues that affect students, families, staff, and the communities both near and afar. I 
would be honored to serve as a state representative for Wisconsin in order to continue to advocate 
to meet the needs of our members and the students we serve.  



 
Amelia McConnell 
Verona Educational Support Personnel Association 
 
Amelia "Bedelia" McConnell here! I’m a school sorceress, co-president of the Verona Education 
Support Personnel Association, WEAC Region 6 Executive Committee and Political Action 
Committee member and WEAC ESP Board Representative. I am here to serve YOU, and to listen 
with open ears, ride the wave of solidarity and adjust course with radical empathy. If you need me 
outside of the school office or riding the Union train, I am driving pizzas for Glass Nickel Pizza 
Company, locally owned and operated in Madison, Wisconsin. Or, getting sweaty in Zumba🄬🄬 
Fitness classes with my students from all over the world. 

 

Lori Cathey 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
For 24 years, I have dedicated my career to serving students and strengthening our profession. My 
work in the classroom has grounded me in the realities educators face every day, while my 
leadership roles at the local state and national levels have equipment to advocate effectively for 
meaningful change. I am running for the NEA RA because I believe our voices matter most when 
they are informed by experience driven by equity and aligned with the needs of our colleagues and 
students. 
 

Maiwa Lor 
Sun Prairie Education Association 
 
I am a professional educator with fourteen years of teaching experiences. For ten years I was a 
Multilingual Teacher before I switched over to classroom teaching at the elementary level. I am a 
dedicated advocate for public education and a more racially and socially just system. My work as a 
professional educator centers on equity, access, and empowering students and communities 
through inclusive educational practices. 
 
In addition to my full-time teaching job, I serve as Co-President of my local, the Sun Prairie 
Education Association, and I am an Equity Ambassador for WEAC. I want to represent WEAC at the 
NEA RA because I want to continue to work in any capacity I can to lift up the voices of our 
members and students at the national level. As a former NEA Director for Wisconsin, I have 
experience in attending the RA to support the business at the national level that I can bring back to 
support our members and students in Wisconsin. 
 

Amanda McIlhone 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 



As a dedicated educator with 20 years of teaching experience in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, I have 
seen firsthand the power of collective voice and the impact our union can make when we lead 
with purpose, passion, and equity. 
 
Equity is not just a value I believe in—it is the foundation of my teaching and union work. Every 
day, I strive to ensure that all students, regardless of their background, have access to 
opportunities that allow them to thrive. I bring that same commitment to my advocacy within our 
union, working to ensure that every educator feels seen, supported, and valued. 
 
If elected, I will represent you with integrity, passion, and a strong voice for fairness and inclusion. 
I believe that shaping the direction of our union requires courage, collaboration, and a clear vision 
for a just and sustainable future for public education. Together, we can continue to build an NEA 
that uplifts all educators and empowers us to better serve our students and communities. 
 
I respectfully ask for your support and your vote.  

 

Lauren Zygowicz 
Eau Claire Association of Educators 
 
No bio given 
 
 
Shelly Moore Krajacic 
South Milwaukee Education Association 
 
It has been my pleasure to serve WEAC in a number of capacities throughout my teaching career, 
including some elected positions at the NEA level. I am currently back to my roots, enjoying serving 
students and colleagues as a building rep and high school English teacher. It would be an honor to 
be re-elected to serve WEAC at the NEA Representative Assembly. To best serve, I always commit to 
attending the WEAC RA as a delegate as well so that I can best represent the needs of WEAC at the 
national level. Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Marcia Lester 
Racine Education United 
 

My name is Marcia Lester, and I am running for NEA Delegate because I know exactly what it feels 
like to be asked to do the impossible with insufficient resources. As a Behavioral Support EA and 
currently my building’s Union Representative for Educational Assistants, I don’t view these issues 
from a podium; I see them every day on the front lines. Since 2019, I’ve worked in Title I and youth 
advocacy, witnessing firsthand how funding gaps and exhaustion threaten our ability to support the 
students who need us most. 



I believe Educational Support Professionals are the backbone of our schools, yet our voices are 
often the last to be heard. I am running to ensure we get the living wage we deserve so we stop 
building schools on unstable paychecks. I will fight for full Special Education funding and the 
professional respect—including safety and workplace rights—that every educator has earned. We 
need leaders with grit who aren't afraid to speak up for the workers who keep our schools running. I 
am ready to be that voice for Wisconsin, and I would be honored to have your vote. 

 

Omar Morales Mendoza 
Madison Teachers Inc 
 
My name is Omar Morales Mendoza and I am from Puerto Rico. I worked in many different countries 
and states as an educator. I worked first as a high school teacher in Puerto Rico and participated in 
student activism with civic action during strickes. This activism made me understand that there is 
strength in unity and organizing which I have carried with me. Later I worked in Vienna Austria and 
even Magdburg Germany where I learned different systems and ways to approach a classroom. 
Eventually I was hired by Milwaukee until eventually I ended up as a bilingual resource teacher in 
Madison.  
 
Currently I am the treassurer for Madison Teacher Inc. because I wanted to enhance and contribute 
to our profetion by protecting the dignity and the rights of those that clearly educate humanity's 
future. Never have I seen the propaganda and manipulation to pit worker against one another. I 
believe that we should teach. Teach about what a Union is, teach about what working and how it is 
connected with dignity and teach that without a strong school system there is no strong society and 
quality of life.  

 

Jeanne Schierstedt 
Racine Education United 
 
I have been a member of the union since I began teaching in the fall of 2000. I have been a delegate 
to the state and national representative assemblies numerous times over the years. As a delegate 
to the national rep assembly, I have either shared or been a member of the committee. I have been 
a member of my local’s, welfare committee, negotiations team, and was building president. I have 
also been actively engaged in mentoring new employees and aspiring educators in the classroom 
and at WEAC and WCSS conferences. 
 
 
Caitlin Lodahl 
Madison Teachers Inc. 
 



I am looking to serve as a WEAC representative because I believe our power as educators comes 
from collective action and a commitment to education justice. Strong unions are essential to 
ensuring that every student and educator in Wisconsin thrives. I want to help represent and amplify 
the voices of members who are doing this work every day. 
 
My commitment to union work is grounded in experience at building, local, and state levels. I 
currently serve as Secretary on my local's board, where I work closely with my union siblings to 
support member engagement and make decisions to benefit all members. At Orchard Ridge 
Elementary, I have served as my school's lead union representative for the past three years, 
consistently attending my local's representative council meetings, volunteering on committees, 
supporting MTI at school board meetings, and helping lead building-level organizing.  
 
I have been involved in campaigns to better our district and win cost of living adjustments for our 
staff. I have also helped organize during rallies and petition drives, recruited new members, 
completed the Skills to Win training sponsored by NEA in partnership with the Berkeley Labor 
Center, and attended the WEAC representative assembly. 
 

Dawn Stovall 
Madison Teachers Inc. 
 
I would love to have the opportunity to represent MTI at the NEA RA. I was able to attend in the past 
through another district, and the experience is amazing. In my past district I have served as a union 
representative for over 21 years. I have held the roles as President, Treasurer, Head Negotiator, & 
Head Grievance Chair. Since coming to MTI three years ago, I have served as a building 
representative and am on the Voter's Committee. I would be proud to represent MTI and the state of 
Wisconsin as an RA delegate. 
 

Heather Mielke 
Burlington Education Association 
 
I have been a WEAC member for 28 years, starting as a student member in college where I served 
as State VP and continuing throughout my career where I have served in my local, region, state 
board of directors and as a NEA delegate. I believe strongly that a strong union can help to revitalize 
and retain the rights of educators and help provide our students with the protections and 
environment they need to become the best version of themselves they can be. It is through strong 
advocacy and outreach that we can continue to move forward and I would love the opportunity to 
continue to be a voice for WI educators at the NEA RA. 

 
Nicolo Onorato 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 



I believe that Educators are optimists, because we have to believe that the students we teach will 
grow to change the world for the better. I believe that we need to fight for strong public schools in 
our Urban, Rural and Suburban communities as they are under attack by privatizers and their 
political cronies. I believe that our members make our Unions strong, and our strong Unions will 
keep our state, and our country, free.  
 
I am a proud member of my Unions, and have served as an officer (Treasurer and Secretary) as well 
as chair of our Legislative Committee. I also serve on the Policy Review, PAC, Safety Climate 
Culture LMC and well as our Bargaining/Meet and Confer teams. I humbly ask for your vote as a 
State Delegate for WEAC to the NEA RA. 

 

Alondra Garcia 
Milwaukee Teachers' Education Association 
 
Alondra Garcia is a 1st generation former DACA recipient, a current U-visa holder, the proud 
daughter of immigrant workers and an MPS Bilingual Teacher at Allen-Field Elementary. Being 
raised in the heart of the Southside of Milwaukee for the past 25 years after leaving her hometown, 
Morelia, in Mexico as a young 2 year old, she has learned to love the place she now calls home. She 
has had the honor to serve the community she proudly identifies with and advocates for in and out 
of the classroom. She strongly believes in the power of community, resilience and truth. Being a 
first generation DACAmented educator and a proud daughter of immigrants, Alondra, has taken 
upon the opportunities of being bilingual and at the same time has come across many challenges 
due to her identity. As an immigrant, an educator and an activist, Alondra has learned to embrace 
her identity and empower herself in her journey to educate others about the immigrant community 
and their contributions to society. She joined Voces de la Frontera, an organization led by low-wage 
workers, immigrants and youth whose mission is to protect and expand civil and workers’ rights 
through leadership development, community organizing and empowerment. 

 

Jill Schams 
La Crosse Education Association 
 
Current President of La Crosse Education Association. 
 

E-Ben Grisby 
Green Bay Education Association 
 
Hello! I am E-Ben Grisby, a Special Education teacher from Green Bay, WI and I look forward to 
serving as a State Delegate to the NEA Representative Assembly. Having been involved in WEAC 
over the years has helped me realize that leadership comes from consistent stewardship to 



ensure that all educators have voices to be heard, and a presence to be valued and respected. 
From serving as a Resolutions Chair, an Equity Ambassador, to serving on the Human and Civil 
Rights Committee and working on the Racial and Social Justice Task Force, and as a past-WEAC 
Executive Board Member as Minority Guarantee Representative allowed me to understand that 
public education is an act of freedom and justice that helps to level the playing field for all 
communities represented throughout the Badger State. It is my duty to be a problem solver to help 
ensure that educators are powerbrokers in our own right by harnessing our talents and placing 
them at all levels of leadership. Experience and integrity matters in promoting the common good 
to ensure that democracy reigns both across our state and across our nation. Vote for me, E-Ben 
Grisby for State Delegate to the NEA Representative Assembly. 
 

 
 


